LOTH AIR.                                  -i-3S

nig at its inauguration when your name was announced
to me.'

Lothair caught at this proposal, and they turned and
approached the temple. Some workmen were leaving the
building as they entered, and one or two lingered.

Upon a ped-estal of porphyry rose the statue of a female
in marble. Though veiled with drapery which might have
become the Goddess of Modesty, admirable art permitted
the contour of the perfect form to be traced. The feet
were without sandals, and the undulating breadth of one
shoulder, where the drapery was festooned, remained un-
covered. One expected with such a shape some divine
visage. That was not wanting ; but humanity was asserted
in the transcendent brow, which beamed with sublime
thought and profound enthusiasm.

Some would have sighed that such beings could only be
pictured in a poet's or an artist's dream, but Lothair felt
that what he beheld with rapture was no ideal crea-
tion, and that he was in the presence of the inspiring
original.

* It is too like !' lie mu-rinured.

* 'It is the most successful recurrence to the true principles
of art in modern sculpture,' said a gentleman on his right
Siand.

This person was a young man, though more than tei*
^ears o-lder than Lothair. His appearance was striking.
Above the middle height, his form, athletic though lithe
and symmetrical, was crowned by a countenance aquiline
but delicate, and from many circumstances of a remarkable
radiancy. The lustre of his complexion, the fire of his eye,
and his chesnut hair in profuse curls, contributed much
io this dazzling efiect. A thick but small moustache did
jaot conceal his curved lip or the scornful pride of his dis-
feended nostril, and his beard, close but not long, did not
veil tiie singular bcautjr of his mouth. It was an arrogant